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COBAT, cempiled by USIA/IV after discussion with

Hotes on European TV and Eurovision for consideration ﬁi

1, Eurovision is an eighi-country cooperative wventure, historically
established as a "program exchznge® project between England and France
primarily at the time of the coronation,

2. Eurovision is cooperatively run by the Eurcpean Broadcasting Union,
and at a practical progran operations level, by the EBU Program Coammittee,
particularly Section iVe2 -« the "live" program working group, TVl 18 the
film exchange group,

3. The TVe2 group has Jean Llarey (Crogram ianager of PiF) from France
as the Chesirman,

L, %hile eagh member of the 1Ve2 group hes an equal volce, influence
on cperations is exerted pretity such on the pelitico-power basis that would
be expscted.

Thue, the most lmportant mebers are --

1. England < Cecil reliveran, &80
2. Fronce - Jean Tlarey, {07
3. IRaly -~ iy, Pugliest
L., uversmany - sr, Pleister

- and probably in that order.

"ad

These members have & vendency te compose Lhe "balance of pouer”
gudding &1l Burcovision netwerk broadeesting,

&t the present time, the balance seens to be like this we
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It may, a# each couniry gains ground in the progrese of television,
work toward & balance like this «w

E F
G i

N\

{r, there ig a good possibiliiy that with the tremendous progress
Germany iz making in Television, and depending on the pr:ossures each
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particlipant is able to exeri on the others, that Germany might be able to
gain the balance position like this e
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4 4t this time, it would seem questionable that official U, 8, Tele~
vision could influence operations of Eurovision by working collectively with
a group of any make-up within the current or forseeable structure of either
iBY or the Burovision network itself,

Conversely, there iz good reason to believe that working arrange-
ments can Le fostered with individual participants to advantage, There is
reason to believe that U, 8, Television networks might be helpful,

Unless the U, 5, contrilutes substantially to the programming of the
Burgvision network, it may well be that Eurovision will be wide open to Soviet
Orbit programs, fed directly on the cable from the East,

Unlike commodities or cother possible exehenge items between the East
and West, there are no restricting rules or control factors on such Television
exchange, This would make the solution of the problem of Zurovision or some
sort of Telsvision "network" operation in Western kurope of even more
importancs,

In connectlon with all of the above, guestions would seem to include ==

== Are the pecople of the TV.2 EBU group the right people
to work through? Or, are there others up above of
better position to us?

=~ Hecogniging that EBU 1s a2 ™trade organization" and as
such rung "the cooperative® Eurovision, would working
with the EBU, per se, be either productive or effec=
tive, even if possible on a broad scale?

-= Wouldn't it be advantageous to ues to work separately
with the four top members of EBU's IV-2, where it would
be possible for us to move around within the "balance
of power® field?

== Can we not counter the threat of Soviet Orbit Television
program exchanges on Furovision with U.,5, originated pro-
grams, working through the individual member countries ==
and perhaps even once more removed by working through
established U.,3, Television networks and then in turn
through EBU members?

»= Are these factors the gulde lines we are looking for or
is there a better, more cbscure approach?
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